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     Meets every Wednesday * 12:00 NN

The Pinnacle Hotel & Suites, Sta. Ana Avenue

Davao City

EVERY ROTARIAN                         EVERY YEAR

Volume 56                           Southern Kris                Number 23

 23rd Regular Weekly Meeting
March 20, 2024 * The Pinnacle Hotel * 12:00NN 

P r o g r a m 

I.  Opening:

     Call to Order…................................................Pres. Ester Gahol                                                                               
  

     Invocation

     Singing of National Anthem & Rotary Hymn &

     Recitation of the 4-Way Test & Object of Rotary

     Introduction of Guests & 

       Visiting Rotarians……………...…...…….Sec. Harold Abellana

     Community Singing 
  

II.  Program Proper

     Rotary Information &    

         Secretary’s Report………..…................Sec. Harold Abellana

     Introduction of Guest of Honor

         & Speaker

     S P E E C H……………..........……Marc Gerard C. Chellathurai
              

   President’s Time………………………….……Pres. Ester Gahol             
                   

   

III.  Closing          

        Announcements / Adjournment         

                              

                                      Master of Ceremonies



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

FOUR WAY TEST

OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY OR 

DO

1st  Is it the TRUTH?

2nd Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3rd  Will it build GOODWILL and 

       BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4th  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all

        concerned?

OBJECT OF ROTARY
\

The object of Rotary is to encourage and 

foster the ideal of service as a basis of 

worthy enterprise and, in particular to 

encourage and foster:

FIRST:

The development to acquaintance as an 

opportunity for service;

SECOND:

High ethical standards in business and 

professions; the recognition of the 

worthiness of all useful occupations; and 

the dignifying of each Rotarian’s 

occupation as an opportunity to serve 

society;

THIRD:

The application of the ideal of service in 

each Rotarian’s personal, business and 

community life;

FOURTH:

The advancement of international 

understanding, goodwill, and peace 

through a world fellowship of business and 

professional persons united in the ideal of 

service.

Declaration of Rotarians in 

Business and Professions

As a Rotarian engaged in a business of 

profession, I am expected to:

1. Consider my vocation to be 

another opportunity of service;

2. Be faithful to the letter and to the 

spirit of the ethical codes of my 

vocation, to the laws of my 

country, and to the moral 

standards of community.

3. Do all in my power to dignity my 

vocation and to promote the 

highest ethical standards in my 

chosen vocation;

4. Be fair to my employer, 

employees, associates, 

competitors, customers, the 

public and all those with whom I 

have a business or professional 

relationship;

5. Recognize the honor and respect 

due to all occupations which are 

useful to the society;

6. Offer my vocational talents to 

provide opportunities for the relief 

of the special needs of others, 

and to improve the quality of life 

in my community;

7. Adhere to honesty in advertising 

and in all representations to the 

public concerning my business or 

profession;

8. Neither seek from nor grant to a 

fellow Rotarian a privilege or 

advantage not normally accorded 

to others in a business or 

professional relationship.

Invocation

     LORD JESUS, Son of GOD, You humbled 

Yourself to become man in order to serve and 

not to be served.

     We humbly ask You to teach us the ideals of 

service:   that what matters most is not how 

much have we got, but how much we have 

given; not how we have won, but how much we 

have done; not how much we have saved, but 

how much we have sacrificed; not how much 

were we honored but how much have we served.

     God, our Father, always uses those closest to 

Him.  Grant us therefore the privilege and the 

grace to be closest to You, His Son, to be truly 

Your servants amidst the people we serve.  

Amen.



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

Rotary Information…

Remembering Paul Alexander, who lived 70 years in an iron lung
By Arnold Grahl

Paul Alexander, a 78-year-old man from Texas, USA, who spent most of his life in an 

iron lung, died on 11 March. Alexander contracted polio in 1952, when he was just 6 

years old. The disease paralyzed him from the neck down so he couldn’t breathe on 

his own. He earned a law degree, passed the bar exam, and practiced law in Dallas 

for a time. He was also briefly a member of a Rotary e-club.

The following is a story we reported in 2015.

One might think a man living with polio in an iron lung would know about Rotary. But it 

wasn't until Paul Alexander had a business meeting with a member in Duncanville, 

Texas, earlier this year that he learned Rotary fights to eradicate the very disease that 

left him almost completely paralyzed.

"I was completely blown away by the idea. For all these years, I didn't know the work 

they were doing," says Alexander, a practicing attorney in Dallas. "It's such a perfect 

fit for me.“

Alexander contracted polio 

during a major U.S. outbreak of 

the disease in the late 1950s 

when he was six years old, and 

almost died in the hospital before

 a doctor noticed he wasn’t 

breathing and rushed him into an 

iron lung, an airtight metal tank 

that encloses all of the body 

except the head and uses 

regulated changes in air pressure 

to force the lungs to inhale and 

exhale. Alexander is among a 

small number of people in the world today still using an iron lung to assist his paralytic 

polio. The need for the 800-pound machines declined dramatically after the polio 

vaccine became widely available in the early 1960s.

In October, Alexander became a member of the Rotary E-Club of District 5810 during 

an induction ceremony held in his home, attended by Rotary's President Gary C.K. 

Huang through an online connection. Alexander is writing a book about his 

experience and wants to be an ambassador for Rotary promoting the benefits of 

eradicating polio.

Freed from the lung

For 10 years, Alexander never left the device or his house. But then he had a 

breakthrough, teaching himself to breathe on his own by forcing air into his lungs. 

That allowed him to get around in a wheelchair for up to eight hours.

"The first day I was outside the house was extraordinary. It was a 100 percent 

improvement," he recalls.

Determined to go to college, he moved onto campus and with the help of a nursing 

assistant attended classes, earning a degree from the University of Texas. He 

eventually went on to earn a law degree, passed the bar, and practices civil and 

criminal law.

He has a computer keyboard and a touchtone phone by his head which he can 

manipulate with a plastic stick held in his mouth. When he goes to court for a case, he 

has assistants who help him. He's traveled farther from his home on rare occasions. 

The iron lung, which has wheels, is shipped to meet him at his destination.

Long lost connection to Rotary

His father was president of a Dallas Rotary club in the 1960s, but Alexander says he 

doesn't remember it. His introduction to Rotary began when he met Duncanville 

member Alexander Peralta. Peralta told the Rotary District 5810 governor, Bill Dendy, 

who immediately decided Alexander would be the perfect subject of a video his wife 

was making on polio eradication. Alexander agreed, and a film crew from the district's 

e-club came out to shoot the interview.

"I visited him weekly after that," Dendy says. "One day, I said to him, 'Paul, you could 

be a contributing member of Rotary.' He asked me how that would be possible. And I 

told him with an e-club, which meets online, it would be very possible.“

Since joining Rotary, he's become a popular speaker in the Dallas Rotary community. 

He's already addressed two large gatherings and is scheduled to speak at the next 

district conference. The Waxahachie Rotary Club, which builds wheelchair ramps as a 

project, built him a new one when they heard he transports his iron lung to the 

hospital or for longer trips.

"It means so much to me to belong to this organization," Alexander said during a 

phone call to his home recently. "I'm having a great time and staying awake at night 

thinking of ideas. So many people have come into my life. I never knew there were so 

many caring people out there."



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

Our Guest of Honor 

    & Speaker…

MARC GERARD C. CHELLATHURAI

RCSD 22nd regular luncheon meeting…
March 13, 2024, Pinnacle Hotel

Date of Birth  :  May 5, 2002

Place of Birth :  Singapore

Res. Address :  Dona Luisa, Ecoland, Davao City

Father  :  Michael Gerard Chellathurai

Mother  :  Merelyne Chellathurai

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT:

Elementary  :  Ateneo de Davao University

Secondary   :  Ateneo de Davao University

Senior Hight :  Ateneo de Davao University

                         Humanities and Social Sciences Strand

College        :  Ateneo de Davao University

                        Bachelor of Science in Marketing (ongoing)



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

Secretary’s Report
Harold Abellana

Club Secretary 

Comparative Weekly Attendance 

                                                Mar. 6       Mar. 13        

    CLUB MEMBERSHIP             21             21                                                                               

    HONORARY MEMBER          04             04                                                                                  

    PRESENT                           12             08                                                                         

    ON LEAVE                              00             00                                                                     

    ABSENT                           09             13                                                                          

    MADE UP                           00             00                                                                         

    ATTENDANCE % BASE         21             21                                                                                 

    WEEK AVERAGE        57.14%      38.09%     

Guests:

             Engr. Judy Ann Bernardino                         Engr. Peterriel Roque

                                                  Engr. Jonnel Mata

            

                               
                                                      

            
    

        

   

   
    

                                                    

    

   

   
                            

                                               

                                                                                

                                                    

Reminder:
                     

 

Mar. 27, 2024 – NO Meeting (Holy Wed)
  

April 8, 2024 – Fellowship                     

April 11-13, 2024 – PETS/SETS/DTA

                            Bethel Guest House

                            Dumaguete City

May 3-4, 2024 – DISCON 2024

                     Dusit Thani & Azuela Cove

May 25-29, 2024 – RI Convention in

                                Singapore

                            

 

             

       Happy Birthday!

 March 15  – Sp. Ely Torno

            25 – PP Rudy Abellana

            26 – PP Braul Lim

      

      
          

            

                 

President’s Message
Ester T. Gahol

Club President

I was invited to attend a meeting to start a Dancesport group 

in Davao.  We had Mrs. Teodora Axalan as our first speaker 

when I became President.  Now, she is starting a new group 

that teaches ballroom dancing as part of the curriculum of 

the school.  We can make this an additional project in 

supporting them as part of the Literacy Focus Area for 

Rotary.  We will meet this Saturday March 23, 2024 at 2pm 

if anyone wants to join. Tonight at 6-8 pm is our dance 

practice.  Those who have signed up please come to the 

practice because we still have to discuss our outfit for our 

theme as well as the music and memorize the dance 

steps.  Winning this competition is important because I feel 

that we should have won in Gen San, so it's a long time 

coming!

I invite all the members to attend our weekly meeting, 

especially those that have not won any "Best Rotarian" 

shirts yet.  There will be only 12 Best Rotarian shirts so if 

you want one, attend the meetings.

Lastly, I want to ask each one of the things that bothers 

them that we can in the long run start a long term project 

with.



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

                                                                          

                                                                            

                                                                           MAJOR DONORS

                                   

                                     

   PDG LEONCIO           PP ARTHUR C. UY +1        SP. KATHERINE T. UY           PAG.PP ANTONIO             SP. NELIA PARTOZA

 VILLA-ABRILLE +1                                                       PARTOZA, JR.

                                    FAMILY OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOW

UY CHING SIONG                                           DON CESAREO VILLA-ABRILLE

PP ARTHUR UY                                               PDG LEONCIO P. VILLA-ABRILLE

PP JOSE VALENZUELA, JR.

MULTIPLE PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS                          

AQUINO, ABDULAH + 5

CHUA, JACOB + 5

UY CHING SIONG + 4

VALENZUELA,  JOSE JR. + 4

LOZANO, MAXIMO + 3

MA, WELLKING + 3

NIMMO, SCOTT + 3

MONFORT, NORMA +3

CHELLATHURAI, MICHAEL +3

SHIMIZUTANI, MIRACEL +3

ABELLANA, RODOLFO +2

FERRAZZINI, JOHNNY + 2

JOCOM, JONATHAN + 2

KING, ALEJANDRO + 2

PEREZ, INOCENTES + 2  

PIATOS, PABLO JR. + 2

                                           

                                             

TORNO, DON + 2

TABIJE, ISMAEL + 2

ALBAERA, VIRGIE +2

BERTELSEN, INGMAR +2

ABELLERA, GILBERT + 1

DIAZ, ANTONIO + 1

FORDACK, MA. LUISA + 1

MUNDA, GERARDO + 1

NIMMO, RHODORA + 1

QUIJADA, VIRGILIO  + 1

REYES, ROBERTO + 1

SOLIVIO, JACKIE LOUIE +1

VILLA-ABRILLE, DOÑA ANACORITA + 1

VILLA-ABRILLE, DON CESAREO + 1

GAHOL, ESTER +1

GARCIA, SONJA +1

                                           

                                             

                                             PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS

ABELLANA, ANA MARIA VICTORIA

ALVIZO, RONALD

APARIS, ESPEDITA

APARIS, CASILDA

AQUINO, GERARD ANTONIO

AQUINO, GODOFREDO RAMOS

AQUINO, LINDA

AQUINO, MIGUEL T. 

AQUINO, MIGUEL LUIS

BANEKE, GLORIA

BANEKE, SALVACION

BANGAYAN, JULIET UY

BUONANNI, BRIAN

CANG, ANASTACIA

CHUA, LETICIA

     

DEL ROSARIO, NICANOR JR. 

DIAZ, ELSIE

DOMINGUEZ, ARMANDO

ESTRELLADO, EPIFANIO

FERRAZZINI, ANSELMO

FERRAZZINI, LINDA

FORDACK, JOHN

GARCIA, AMADO

GAISANO, HANS

GRIPO, AN DHARLING JANE

LIM, ELEANOR UY

LIM, BRAULIO

LOZANO, KATRINA ANGELA C. 

LOZANO, LEONOR

ROTARY CLUB OF SOUTH DAVAO

The Rotary Foundation Contributors

                         ROTARY FOUNDATION SUSTAINING MEMBERS

APARIS, ESPIE + 3

APARIS, CASILDA + 2

ALCANTARA, ROBERTO + 1

ARKONCEL, HECTOR + 1

BERNARDO, EDMOND + 1

CUA, QUINTIN + 3

CARABUENA, ROBERT + 2

CAMINA,  FELIPE + 1

CARRIEDO, FRANCISCO + 1

CASTLE, LOWELL + 1

CHELLATHURAI MICHAEL + 1

DOMINGO, ANTONIO + 2

DUMALIGAN, PHILLIPS + 2

DEL ROSARIO, FE + 1

DIAO, WILLY + 1

FALCON, VERONICA + 1

GUTIERREZ, RENATO + 2

GO, CHARLIE + 1

GUTIERREZ, ANDRES + 1

JOCOM, JONATHAN + 4

JOSON, RODOLFO + 1

LICERALDE, CRISOSTOMO + 4

LOZANO, MAXIMO C.+ 2

LIM, DIOMEDES + 1

LOZANO, MARSELLE

MA, RYAN

MOJICA, PROSPERO

MOLANO, WILFRED

MUNDA, RAMON

MUNDA, ART

OASAN, JOSELITO

OBOZA, NOEL

PANGYARIHAN, EFREN

PARTOZA, ANTONIO NICOLAS III

PEREZ , AQUILINA

PEREZ, DIOSDADO SR.

PEREZ TERESITA-ESTRELLADO

QUIJADA, JERICO

SARDIDO, BLAS JR.

SARDIDO, EVELYN

SARDIDO, SHERYL

SHIMIZUTANI, MIRACEL

SOLIVIO, CHRISTINE

SUGIYAMA, JIRO

TAN, MICHAEL PAUL

TORNO, ELEANORE

UY, ALEXANDER

UY, KAE ANASTASHA T. 

UY, KAELY ARTASHA T. 

UY, SAMUEL

UY, CATHERINE 

UY, CALVIN JOSHUA

VALENZUELA, ILUMINADA

VALENZUELA, JOSE ADRIAN

VALENZUELA, JOSE  SR.

VALENZUELA, PAMELA GRACE

VALENZUELA, TERESA P. 

VAN DER SLUIS, JACOB

VILLA-ABRILLE, ANTONIO P. 

VILLA-ABRILLE , CHLOE GEORGE

VILLA-ABRILLE, DULCISIMA

VILLA-ABRILLE, FRANCIS LLOYD M. 

VILLA-ABRILLE, HAZEL M. 

VILLA-ABRILLE, JESUSITA P. 

VILLA-ABRILLE, PEDRO P. 

VILLA-ABRILLE, REYNALDO P. 

VILLA-ABRILLE CORPUS, CARMELITA 

VILLA-ABRILLE CORPUS, LETICIA 

VILLA-ABRILLE SILVA, CHERYL

VILLA-ABRILLE, NOEL

YAP, JUANITO

YONG, WILLIAM

LIM, GEORGE + 1

LISAO, OSCAR + 1

MANULID, JOSE III + 4

MA, RYAN + 2

MISA, GEORGE WALTER + 2

MUNDA, GERARDO + 2

NIMMO, RHODORA + 4

OBREGON, MICHAEL + 2

PIATOS, PABLO JR. + 6

PELAYO, RAMON + 2

PIATOS, MERLITA + 2 

QUIJADA, VIRGILIO C. + 2

QUINDOY, SALVADOR + 1

QUITAIN, JESUS + 1

SATENTES, MARCELO + 1

SEGURA, RAYMUNDO + 1

TABIJE, ISMAEL + 4

TORNO, DON ELECCI + 3

TAN, ISIDRO + 1

UY, ARTHUR + 4

VALENZUELA, JOSE JR. + 7

VILLANUEVA, MANUEL PAUL +2

VALDEZ, PAUL + 1

YONG, WILLIAM + 3

YAP, JUANITO + 2



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

OFFICERS

DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Ester Gahol
President 

Sonja Garcia
President-Elect

Miracel Shimizutani
Vice-President

Harold Abellana
Secretary & CDTO 

Officer 

Don Elecci Torno
Treasurer

Dennis Roy 
Aballe

Auditor

Virgie Albaera
IPP & Int’l. Service 

Director

Jacob Chua
Club Service 

Jackie Louie Solivio
Community

 Service

Rodolfo Abellana
Vocational

 Service 

Annie Faye
 Singson

New Gen. 

Michael 
Chellathurai

Service Projects 

Ismael Tabije 
 Club Admin

Ailleen Joy 
Adora

Public Image

Arthur Uy
TRF

Emmanuel 
Villa-Abrille
Membership 

RI & DISTRICT OFFICERS

SPOUSES’ CIRCLE

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Gordon R. Mclnally
RI President 

Rozanne Gamboa
District Governor

Lester Jones Suarez
Asst. Governor Area 2A

Eleanore Torno
President 

Marselle Lozano
Vice-President

Katheriane Uy
Secretary

Merelyne 
Chellathurai

Treasurer

Erlinda Tabije
Director 

Lorraine Abellana
Director

Ana Victoria 
Abellana
Director

Christine Solivio
Director



                                                                                    

     

                                                                                    

     

                                                                                                                             Roster of Members

      ROTARIAN                              CLASSIFICATION          SPOUSE

ABALLE, DENNIS ROY “Dennis” Bakeshop & Pastries                                    Jezel                                      

ABELLANA, HAROLD “Harold” IT System Integration                                   Loreine                       

ABELLANA, RODOLFO “Rudy Truck & Equipment Parts Rtlng.                   Ana

ADORA, AILLEEN JOY “Apple”             Petroleum Products Distribution                   Sandro

ALBAERA, VIRGIE “Virgie”           Logistics Service Provider

ANTIOQUIA, BRYAN JOHN “BJ”           Hospital Representative                               Kristine

BUELIS, FELY GRACE “Grace”             RTW Retailing                                              Sam

CHELLATHURAI, MICHAEL GERARD “Michael”  Agriculture                 Merelyne

CHUA, JACOB “Jake”                            Wholesale Management                               Bing

GAHOL, ESTER “Ester”  Architect

GARCIA, SONJA “Sonja”                       Real Estate

GARD, TIMOTHY “Tim”                         Renewable Energy Research                        Fe

LOZANO, MAXIMO “Max”           Proprietary Leasing                                       Marselle

MOJARES, LITHO “Tolitz”                      Paints Distribution                                         Robigen

SHIMIZUTANI, MIRACEL                       Apartment Leasing

SINGSON, ANNIE FAYE “Annie”          Event Planner                                               Jocris

SOLIVIO, JACKIE LOUIE “JL”               Motorcycle Dealership                                  Christine

TABIJE, ISMAEL “Maeng”                     Int’l. Dev’t. Consulting                                    Lynda

TOMINES, EXEQUIEL “JR”                 Technical Engineer                                        Shiela

TORNO, DON ELECCI “Don”          Financial Consultant                        Ely

UY, ARTHUR “Arthur”           Construction Hardware                        Kathy

VILLA-ABRILLE, Emmanuel “Noel”      Proprietary Management  

HONORARY MEMBERS:

AQUINO, ABDULAH “Nonoy”

LIM, BRAULIO “Braul”           

PARILLA, PABLITO “Billy” 

UY CHING SIONG 

VILLA-ABRILLE, LEONCIO “Nonoy”

       

I want to be a Rotarian for the world

Make the Rotary flag as the flag of peace unfurled

I shall serve my community

Help achieve universal unity.

Through Rotary I shall dedicate my all

World understanding shall be my cherished goal

With the 4-Way Test, I’ll pursue my quest

And if I, in a way, help obtain peace in the world

I shall not have lived in vain

I observe service above self

Lend a hand to all who need my help

I’ll get my spouse to involve in Rotary

And in Rotary ways I will train my family

With the 4-Way Test, we’ll pursue our quest

And if we, in a way, help obtain peace in the world

We shall not have lived in vain

Build a bridge for tomorrow’s youth

Strengthened by nothing but the truth

Let’s join our hands, there’s no reason we’ll divide

We shall all understand why the good Lord is our guide

With the 4-Way Test we’ll pursue our quest

And if I, in a way help obtain

Peace in the world

We shall not have lived in vain

Peace be achieved we shall not have lived in vain.                                                                                                                             

ROTARY HYMN
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